JlibUb
where in Matthew the Spirit of God descended on Jesus in the form of a dove, the chronicler is only saying that the thought of Jesus enlarged and he became conscious of his wisdom. The supernatural occurrences narrated of the crucifixion are purely figurative. The rending of the veil of the temple is the supersession of Judaism by the religion called after him it crucified. An idea is a revelation, and temptation of thought or emotion is shown by voices and appearances. A disease is a devil who possesses you, and so on. Also they knew nothing of natural law, and miracle is no miracle to them, because everything is miracle. The sun rises and sets by miracle. Why should not greater miracles attend great men ? Miracles are not exceptions; they are the rule. And remember that the Jews always looked for " a sign." Their idea of religion was miracle and nothing else. See what Paul says about this.
The world is directly run by good and evil forces perpetually at war. They conceive evil as a positive, it is only a negative, an inertia of matter, emotion, or understanding.
That accounts for the form of their narration. But remember this, they themselves are not deceived by their own words and images. They know that when they speak of a man having a devil, it is their way of saying that the man is ill in some, to them, inexplicable way. It is their idiom. All the theory of
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